INFILL PROJECT OF THE YEAR: YANONALI COURT

ith 3anta Barbara, Calif's history dating back to the
expedition and colonization of Spanish explorers, the
city derives its name from the Mission Santa Barbara.
And when one local builder, Berkus Construction,
embarked on an wrban infill project encompassed by
a mix of single and multitamily Spanish-influenced structures, they
continued with the architectural lines and style that surrounded
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Comprised of five carefully-planned condos, these sustainable homes received LEED-Platinum
certification and served as a pilot project for the Santa Barbara “Built Green” program.

By Kristen Eichenmuller Photography by Jim Bartsch

Yanonali Court. The five eco-condos all received LEED-Platinum
certification and i tar Built Green certified.

The alluring location, just three blocks from the beach in a
neighborhood called West Beach, resulted in the 52 acre site
selection Lﬂ J- hin Nah\ ‘l|'|1. j.III.I:‘.II :|[.1a| of Dhel 1|n'IJ.: Development. The

C Gold Mugget award
slected as the




PCBC “Project of the Year,” and was also acknowledged by the 2005
Residential Architect *Design Awards.” Steve Berkus, president of
Berkus Construction, attributes the success of the reasonably-sizad
homes as a result of a well-designed and built enclave,

Blending Spanish with contemporary styles, or known as “Span-
Temporary,” the interior design complements the architecture while
working with green and LEED-certified products, according to Dana
Berkus, interior designer and product specifier for Yanonalli Court,
"Although the style of the architecture is Spanish, [ did not want
the interiors to feel ‘dark’ or “heavy, or for that matter particularly
traditional,” she said

Matural and “earth-friendly” designs include bamboo flooring,
amber recycled glass and 100 percent wool carpel. Other green
elements entail Energy Star appliances, water-efficient fixturas,

VO -free paint and windows placed to promote indoor air quality
by allowing fresh air inke the home, On-site water collection
and storage, pervious paving techniques, efficient irfgation and
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Yanonall Court, an urban infill project comprised of flve condos,
recelved LEED-Platinum certiflcation and |s 3-star Bullt Green certified.

Surrounded by a mix of single and multifamily Spanish-influenced
structures, these homes reflect the Santa Barbara, Calif. style.

" Theas eco-consclous kitchens feature Ensrgy Star stainless steal
Eleatrolux appliances, engineered walnul cabinels and CaesarSlone
countertops made of 93 percent quartz.
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seriscape landscaping, including over 30 percent of drowght tolerant
plants, combine to create a very low-use water environment,

With planning stages starting in 2006 and early 2007 along with
the beginning popularity of the green movement, limitations for
sustainable aptions required additional research for the team. Steve
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‘. Natural bathrooms provide a soothing atmosphere and Include 100
percent recyclable concrete floor tiles, water-saving tollets, wall tiles
made from over 55 percent recycled glass and shower floors made
from stane pebbles.

< Yanonall Court won a 2009 PCEBC Gold Nugget award for
“Sustainable Residential Nelghborhood,” was selected as the PCBC
“Project of the Year,” and was also acknowledged by the 2009
Residential Architect “Design Awards.”

Berkus noted that today's market offers a greater range of standard
fimishes than those in 2008, as the condo construction began in

April 2007 and finished in August 2 “Every day the green options
become more common place.._Bul, when the economy strengthens,
ared R&D is brought forward again, | suspect the options available
will really become trend setting,” he said.
The high-density home developmeant promaotes community
livability, transportation efficiency and walk-ability. The decision
ased on the interest of both the project and the
purpose, according to Berkus. “It is understond that green building is
not the most cost-effective approach; therefore, o be Platinume-rated,
the directive needs to start from the top down,” he responded. m

Kristen Eichenmuller is qan assistont editor af Green Homebolder
magazine and may be contacted al Reiche S e DT
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