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Buelton (home to the Hitching Post mestaurant where
Giamotti's love interest, Virginia Madsen, waitressed) is a
far classier area, Aksal Ranch, Historcally a working ranch
and now a luxurious 10,000-acre dude resor, its hills are
datted with live cak and sycamore, and horses and cattle
still graze there. Some 40 years ago, a development of 60
homes went up, mostly bulder houses, but one, an
expansiva Ciff May dating from 1968, was built for the
owner of Pea Soup Andersen's, a nearby kitschy restau-
rant and tourist destination.

The fourth owner of the 4,600-square-foot home,
Santa Barbara architect Barry Berkus, found it structural-
y intact but in need of some TLC, Although he'd built or
remodeled five or six personal residences in his nearty
A0-vear career, Berkus wasn't put off that May was a
designer and not a licensed architect. The classic single-
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“As an architect,

~trying to understand
why they created what they did.’
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“The ktchen had a breakdast nook, a sral siand and a
ot of paltormed Ll that | think was probabdy not somethng
May woukl have loved, but was lixely the owner's choce,”
Bertus explans. “The kitchen lacked a veual cornection
with the great demen's ol the house — the overhangs and
sheltor over the podl. and the Wews aC0r0ss 10 the freplacn
We operned one section of wal between the dnrg rocm
and Ktchen, usng rough-sian timbar mmbs and haaders
(B thes Orgeraais], | resally tned to stand n s shoes and ask
what Mary would do today.”

The siab’s racian: noaling systom was tuned up and
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